Perek I
Daf 21 Amud a
NOTES

Ridya – ר ְידיָ יא:ִ Tractate Ta’anit describes this angel as the
one tasked with watering the earth. He appears in the image of a bull positioned between heaven and the earth. The
sound mentioned in the Gemara is that of a powerful rain.
The ge’onim say that the sound is produced by the water in
channels and swamps during certain months of the year.
And the Sages asked for mercy – ו ָּבע ּו ַר ָ ּבנַן ַר ֲח ֵמי: The Maharsha explains that the Sages occasionally commute a death
sentence, thereby preventing the sound of death from being
pervasive. Others explain that the Rabbis asked that people
not be preoccupied with thoughts of death so that they
could proceed with their daily lives.
Behind the Hall of the Ark Cover – חוֹרי ֵ ּבית ַה ַּכ ּפ ֶוֹרת
ֵ א:
ֲ
Although in general it is prohibited for Israelites to stand between the hall and the altar, they may have passed through
the Chamber of the Knives to the area behind the Holy of
Holies (Ritva). Rav Ya’akov Emden explains that the people
who stood there were priests, who walked there directly.
Miracles that were performed in the Temple – נִסים ׁ ֶש ּנ ֲַﬠ ׂש ּו
ִּ
ב ִּמ ְקדָּ ׁש:ּ ַ Some commentaries explain these miracles as being
less than supernatural. The people crowded together when
bowing in awe of God, so there was suﬃcient room. The
priests were careful to sacrifice the meat in a timely fashion
to avoid attracting worms and flies, and to prevent spoilage. It was due to their precautions that there were no disqualifications. The High Priest never experienced a seminal
emission due to his fear of God. Since Jerusalem was always
populated, no snakes or scorpions could find a place to nest.
And due to people’s love for each other there was never a
lack of space for anyone to sleep (Rav Shem Tov ibn Shaprut).
The sacrificial meat never putrefied – יח ְ ּב ַ ׂשר ַה ּק ֶֹד ׁש ל ֹא ִה ְס ִר
עוֹלם
ָ מ:ֵ Meat of the peace-oﬀerings was eaten over a period
of two days and one night and never spoiled during that
time (Me’iri; Rabbeinu Yona). Similarly, limbs of the burntoﬀering would sometimes remain on the altar for days until
they were completely consumed (Ritva and Rashi on tractate
Avot). Some commentaries explain this miracle to be that the
hands of the priests handling the oﬀerings never became
disgusting (Me’iri).

 ו ָּבע ּו ַר ָ ּבנַ ן. ַאף ִר ְידיָ יא:אוֹמ ִרים
ְ  וְ יֵ ׁשAnd some say: The sound of RidyaN as well. Ridya is the angel
 ַר ֲח ֵמי ַא ּנ ׁ ְָש ָמה ְ ּב ׁ ָש ָﬠה ׁ ֶשיּוֹצְ ָאה ִמןtasked with irrigating the earth, who calls to the heavens and to
. ו ַּב ְטלו ּּה, ַהגּ וּףthe aquifers to provide theirN water. The Gemara comments: And
the Sages asked for mercy so that the sound of the soul at the
moment that it leaves the body would no longer be heard to that
extent, and God eliminated it. In any event, clearly this baraita
understands keriat hagever as the proclamation of the Temple
crier, in support of the opinion of Rav.
ָ ַהיּוֹצֵ א ַלדָּ ֶרך:יה דְּ ַר ִ ּבי ׁ ֵש ָילא
ּ ַּתנְיָא ְּכוָ ֵות
 ַר ִ ּבי.ֹאשוֹ
ׁ יאת ַה ֶ ּג ֶבר – דָּ מוֹ ְ ּבר
ַ קוֹדם ְק ִר
ֶ
:אוֹמ ִרים
ְ  וְ ׁיֵש, ַﬠד ׁ ֶשיִּ ׁ ְשנֶ ה:אוֹמר
ֵ ֹאשיָּה
ִׁ י
–  ו ְּב ֵאיזֶ ה ַּת ְרנְ גוֹל ָא ְמר ּו.ַﬠד ׁ ֶשיְּ ׁ ַש ֵּל ׁש
.ְ ּב ַת ְרנְ גוֹל ֵ ּבינוֹנִי

A baraita was taught in accordance with the opinion of Rabbi
Sheila: With regard to one who sets out on the path at night
before keriat hageverB and is killed by demons, his blood is on
his own head, i.e., he is at fault. Rabbi Yoshiya says: The prohibition of traveling at night is in eﬀect until the rooster crows twice.
And some say: Until he crows three times. And with regard to
what rooster did these Sages state this advisory? It is with regard
to a rooster of medium size. Clearly, this baraita understands
keriat hagever as the crow of the rooster.

 ְ ּב ׁ ָש ָﬠה:ָא ַמר ַרב יְ ה ּו ָדה ָא ַמר ַרב
,עוֹמ ִדין צְ פו ִּפין
ְ עוֹלין ָל ֶרגֶ ל
ִ ׁ ֶשיִּ ְ ׂש ָר ֵאל
 וְ נִ ְמ ׁ ָש ִכין ַא ַחת.וחים
ִ ָּו ִמ ׁ ְש ַּת ֲח וִ ים ְרו
.חוֹרי ֵ ּבית ַה ַּכ ּפ ֶוֹרת
ֵ ֶﬠ ְ ׂש ֵרה ַא ָּמה ֲא
 ַאף ַﬠל ּ ִפי:ַמאי ָק ָא ַמר? ָה ִכי ָק ָא ַמר
חוֹרי
ֵ ׁ ֶש ִּנ ְמ ׁ ָש ִכין ַא ַחת ֶﬠ ְ ׂש ֵרה ַא ָּמה ֲא
 ְּכ ׁ ֶש ֵהן,עוֹמ ִדים צְ פו ִּפין
ְ ְ ו,ֵ ּבית ַה ַּכ ּפ ֶוֹרת
 וְ זֶ ה ֶא ָחד.וחים
ִ ִָמ ׁ ְש ַּת ֲחוִ ין – ִמ ׁ ְש ַּת ֲחוִ ין ְרו
.נִסים ׁ ֶש ּנ ֲַﬠ ׂש ּו ַ ּב ִּמ ְקדָּ ׁש
ִּ ֵמ ֲﬠ ָ ׂש ָרה

§ Rav Yehuda said that Rav said: When the Jewish people as-

:נַﬠשׂ ּו ְ ּב ֵבית ַה ִּמ ְקדָּ ׁש
ֲ נִסים
ִּ  ֲﬠ ָ ׂש ָרה:דִּ ְתנַן
,יח ְ ּב ַ ׂשר ַה ּק ֶֹד ׁש ל ֹא ִה ּ ִפ ָילה ִא ׁ ּ ָשה ֵמ ֵר
 וְ ל ֹא,עוֹלם
ָ יח ְ ּב ַ ׂשר ַה ּק ֶֹד ׁש ֵמ וְ ל ֹא ִה ְס ִר
 וְ ל ֹא,נִ ְר ָאה זְ בוּב ְ ּב ֵבית ַה ִּמ ְט ְ ּב ַחיִ ם
,ֵא ַירע ֶק ִרי ְלכ ֵֹהן ָ ּגדוֹל ְ ּביוֹם ַה ִּכ ּפו ִּרים
 ו ִּב ׁ ְש ֵּתי,עוֹמר
ֶ וְ ל ֹא נִ ְמצָ א ּ ְפס ּול ָ ּב
עוֹמ ִדים צְ פו ִּפים
ְ , ו ְּב ֶל ֶחם ַה ּ ָפנִים,ַה ֶּל ֶחם
 וְ ל ֹא ִהזִּ יק נָ ָח ׁש,וחים
ִ ָו ִּמ ׁ ְש ַּת ֲחוִ ים ְרו
 וְ ל ֹא ָא ַמר,עוֹלם
ָ וְ ַﬠ ְק ָרב ִ ּבירו ׁ ָּש ַליִ ם ֵמ
ָא ָדם ַל ֲח ֵברוֹ ״צַ ר ִלי ַה ָּמקוֹם ׁ ֶש ָא ִלין
.ִ ּבירו ׁ ָּש ַליִ ם״

As we learned in a mishna: Ten miracles were performed in the
Temple. No woman miscarried from the aroma of the sacrificial meat, as a pregnant woman craves various foods and occasionally that craving leads to miscarriage. And the sacrificial meat
never putrefied.N And no fly was seen in the slaughterhouse,
although flies are generally attracted to a place where there is flesh
and blood. And a seminal emission did not befall the High
Priest on Yom Kippur. And no disqualification was found in
the omer or the two loaves, which are communal oﬀerings, or in
the shewbread. And the Jewish people stand crowded but bow
spaced. And neither a snake nor a scorpionB ever harmed anyone in Jerusalem. And a person never said to another: There is
no room for me to stay overnight in Jerusalem.

cend to Jerusalem for the pilgrimage Festivals they stand crowded, but when they bow during confession they are spaced so that
no one hears the confession of another. And due to the large
crowd they extend eleven cubits behind the Hall of the Ark
Cover,N the Holy of Holies. The Gemara asks: What is he saying
in the reference to eleven cubits behind the Holy of Holies? The
Gemara explains that this is what he is saying: Even though the
crowd is so large that the people extend eleven cubits behind the
Hall of the Ark Cover and people stand crowded, still, when
they bow, they bow spaced. And that is one of the ten miracles
that were performed in the Temple.N

BACKGROUND

ַ זְ ַמ ּנֵי ְק ִר:
Times of the crow of the rooster – יאת ַה ַּת ְרנְ גוֹל
Although roosters generally crow at set periods during the
night, the precise time of the crow is aﬀected by various physiological and hereditary factors.
Scorpion – ﬠ ְק ָרב:ַ Scorpions are widely distributed over all continents, except Antarctica, in a variety of terrestrial habitats. The
scorpion numbers over 1,700 described species, with thirteen
extant families recognized to date. Although scorpion venom
has a fearsome reputation, only about twenty-five species are
known to have venom capable of killing a human being.
One species native to the Middle East is Buthus occitanus,
the common yellow scorpion. This scorpion is venomous, but
Common yellow scorpion
its toxicity varies markedly across its range.
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!?ּ ָפ ַתח ַ ּב ִּמ ְקדָּ ׁש וְ ִסיֵּ ים ִ ּבירו ׁ ָּש ַליִ ם
,יתא ַ ּב ִּמ ְקדָּ ׁש
ָ ָיכא ַּת ְר ֵּתי ַא ֲח ַרנְ י
ָּ ִא
עוֹלם ל ֹא ִּכ ּב ּו ְ ּג ׁ ָש ִמים ֵא ׁש
ָ  ֵמ:דְּ ַתנְיָא
 וַ ֲﬠ ׁ ַשן ַה ַּמ ֲﬠ ָר ָכה,ׁ ֶשל ֲﬠצֵ י ַה ַּמ ֲﬠ ָר ָכה
עוֹלם ָ ּבאוֹת
ָ ֲא ִפילּ ּו ָּכל ָהרוּחוֹת ׁ ֶש ָ ּב
נַשבוֹת ּבוֹ ֵאין ְמזִ יזוֹת אוֹתוֹ
ְ ּ ׁ ּו ְמ
.ִמ ְּמקוֹמוֹ

The Gemara notes: This list opened with miracles that occurred in the
Temple, and closed with miracles that occurred in Jerusalem. Apparently there were not actually ten miracles performed in the Temple.
The Gemara answers: There are two other miracles in the Temple, as
it was taught in a baraita: Rain never extinguished the fire of the
arrangement of wood on the altar, despite the fact that the altar stood
in the courtyard, exposed to the elements. And with regard to the
smoke of the arrangement,B even if all the winds in the world come
and blow it, they do not move it from its place and it rises directly
heavenward.

יכא? וְ ָה ַתנְ יָ א ַרב ׁ ְש ַמ ְﬠיָ ה
ָּ וְ ת ּו ֵל
 ׁ ִש ְב ֵרי ְכ ֵלי ֶח ֶרס נִ ְב ָל ִﬠין:ְ ּב ַק ְלנְ בוֹ
 מ ּו ְר ָאה: וְ ָא ַמ ר ַא ַ ּביֵ י.קוֹמן
ָ ִ ּב ְמ
ּ ׁ נִימי וְ ִד
ּ ׁ וְ נוֹצָ ה וְ ִד
ישוּן
ִ ח ַה ּ ְפ ישוּן ִמזְ ֵ ּב
.קוֹמן
ָ נוֹרה נִ ְב ָל ִﬠין ִ ּב ְמ
ָ ַה ְּמ

The Gemara asks: And are there no more miracles in the Temple? But
didn’t Rav Shemaya teach in a baraita in the city of Kalnevo: Shards
of earthenware vessels were swallowed in the earth in their places,
and there was no need to dispose of them. The vessels used for cooking
the meat of the oﬀerings of the most sacred order absorbed some of
the meat. The meat that was absorbed became notar when the period
during which the oﬀering may be eaten concludes. One was required
to break those vessels in which the meat was absorbed. The shards of
those vessels were miraculously swallowed in the earth where they
were smashed. And similarly, Abaye said: The crop and feathers of
sacrificial birds, and the ashes of the inner altar, and the ashes of the
candelabrum, which were not removed to the place of ashes outside
the Temple like the ashes of the outer altar, were also swallowed
in the earth in their places. Apparently, there were more than ten
miracles in the Temple.

, ַח ׁ ְש ִבינְ ה ּו ְ ּב ַחד,ּּ ְפסו ֵּלי ְּת ָל ָתא ָהוו
 ִאי ָה ִכי ְ ּבלו ִּﬠין.ַא ּ ֵפיק ְּת ֵרי וְ ַﬠיֵּ יל ְּת ֵרי
 ָח ׁ ְש ִבינְ ה ּו ְ ּב ַחד – ָח ְסר ּו,ּנַ ִמי ְּת ֵרי ָהוו
 דְּ ָא ַמר ַר ִ ּבי,יכא נַ ִמי ַא ֲח ִר ִיתי
ָּ ְלהוּ! ִא
נַﬠ ֶ ׂשה
ֲ  נֵס ָ ּגדוֹל ָהיָ ה:ﬠ ֶ ּבן ֵלוִ י הוֹש
ֻ ׁ ְי
, ִס ּל ּו קוֹ ְּכ ִסדּ ּו רוֹ,ְ ּב ֶל ֶח ם ַה ּ ָפ נִ ים
״ל ׂשוּם ֶל ֶחם חוֹם ְ ּביוֹם
ָ :ׁ ֶש ֶּנ ֱא ַמר
.ִה ָּל ְקחוֹ״

The Gemara answers: The disqualifications mentioned that never
occurred in the Temple, in the omer, the two loaves, or the shewbread,
were three; consider them as oneN miracle. Eliminate two from the
total and introduce these two to complete the list of ten miracles. The
Gemara asks: If similar miracles are combined and considered as one,
the swallowing of the earthenware, crops, feathers, and ashes are also
two similar miracles that should be considered as one, the result being
that they are lacking one miracle to complete the total of ten. The
Gemara responds: There is also another miracle, as Rabbi Yehoshua
ben Levi said: A great miracle was performed with regard to the
shewbread in the Temple, that the bread was as hot at its removal
on Shabbat, after a week on the table, as it was at its arrangement, as
it is stated: “To put out hot bread on the day it was taken away”
Samuel : ).

 דָּ ָבר זֶ ה:יכא? וְ ָה ָא ַמר ַר ִ ּבי ֵלוִ י
ָּ וְ ת ּו ֵל
 ְמקוֹם,ּבוֹתינו
ֵ סוֹרת ְ ּביָ ֵדינ ּו ֵמ ֲא
ֶ ָמ
 וְ ָא ַמר ַר ְ ּבנַ אי.ָארוֹן ֵאינוֹ ִמן ַה ִּמדָּ ה
 ְּכרו ִּבים ְ ּבנֵ ס ָהי ּו:ָא ַמר ׁ ְשמו ֵּאל
!עוֹמ ִדין
ְ

The Gemara asks: And were there no more miracles in the Temple?
But didn’t Rabbi Levi say that this matter is a tradition that we received from our ancestors: The place of the Ark of the Covenant is
not included in the measurement of the Holy of Holies. Based on that
measurement, the Ark should not have fit inside the hall. The Holy of
Holies measured twenty cubits by twenty cubits (see Kings ), and
a baraita states that there were ten cubits of space on either side of the
Ark. Therefore, it was only through a miracle that the Ark fit in the
Holy of Holies. And Rabbenai said that Shmuel said: It was through
a miracle that the cherubs that Solomon placed in the Holy of Holies
would stand.B Their wingspan was twenty cubits, and since the length
of the chamber was the same, there was no room for the bodies of the
cherubs. There were additional miracles performed in the Temple.

נִיסי
ֵּ ,נִיסי דְּ ָב ָר ֵאי – ָקא ָח ׁ ֵשיב
ֵּ
 – ִאי ָה ִכי.דְּ גַ ָּו ֵאי – ָלא ָקא ָח ׁ ֵשיב
!נִיסי דְּ גַ ָּו ֵאי הוּא
ֵּ ֶל ֶחם ַה ּ ָפנִים נַ ִמי
,נִיסי דְּ ָב ָר ֵאי ה ּוא
ֵּ ֶל ֶחם ַה ּ ָפנִים
: ַמאי דִּ ְכ ִתיב,דְּ ָא ַמר ֵר ׁיש ָל ִק ׁיש
ַ
״ﬠל ַה ׁ ּ ֻש ְל ָחן ַה ָּטהוֹר״ ָטהוֹר – ִמ ְּכ ָלל
,ׁ ֶשהוּא ָט ֵמא

The Gemara responds: The tanna counts miracles that were performed outside the Sanctuary and were visible to all, but he does not
count miracles that were performed inside the Sanctuary and were
not visible to all. The Gemara asks: If so, the shewbread is also a
miracle performed on the table inside the Sanctuary and is not visible
to all, yet the miracle that the bread’s heat did not dissipate was listed
among the miracles. The Gemara answers: The shewbread was a
miracle performed outside, as Reish Lakish said: What is the meaning of that which is written: “Place them on the pure tableN before
the Lord in two rows, six to a row” (Leviticus : )? From the emphasis that the Torah places on the fact that the table was ritually pure, it
can be learned by inference that it indicates that it could become
impure as well.

BACKGROUND

Smoke of the arrangement – ﬠ ׁ ַשן ַה ַּמ ֲﬠ ָר ָכה:ֲ

Smoke of the arrangement
Through a miracle the cherubs would stand – ְּכרו ִּבים ְ ּבנֵס
עוֹמ ִדין
ְ הי ּו:ָ This refers to the cherubs which Solomon placed
in the Holy of Holies in the First Temple. These cherubs
were in addition to those that stood on top of the Ark.

Cherubs in the First Temple
NOTES

The disqualifications were three; consider them as one –
 ַח ׁ ְש ִבינְ ה ּו ְ ּב ַחד,ּפסו ֵּלי ְּת ָל ָתא ָהוו:ְ ּ These are combined because
the fact that these oﬀerings were never disqualified is not
an obvious miracle, but was merely a problem that was
avoided. The swallowing of the shards and ashes, on the
other hand, were obvious miracles. Therefore, they should
be listed separately (Ben Yehoyada).
The pure table – ה ׁ ּשו ְּל ָחן ַה ָּטהוֹר:ַ The table and the candelabrum are called pure by the Torah because they were
always clean, in contrast to the altar, which was full of ashes.
Lighting the candelabrum and placing the bread on the
table did not cause a mess (Tosefot Ri HaLavan).
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A wooden vessel designated to rest – כ ִלי ֵﬠץ ֶה ָﬠ ׂשוּי ְלנַ ַחת:ְּ
A wooden utensil designated to remain fixed in its place
and never moved is not susceptible to impurity, even if it is
small (Ra’avad; Kesef Mishne; Rambam Sefer Tahara, Hilkhot
Kelim 3:1).
A mitzva to bring fire by a person – מצְ וָ ה ְל ָה ִביא ִמן ַה ֶה ְדיוֹט:ִ
Although fire descended from heaven, there was a mitzva
for the priests to kindle the wood on the altar daily with ordinary fire (Rambam Sefer Avoda, Hilkhot Temidin UMusafin
2:1).

 וְ ָכל,ְּכ ִלי ֵﬠץ ֶה ָﬠ ׂש ּו י ְלנַ ַח ת ה ּוא
]ﬠץ[ ֶה ָﬠ ׂשוּי ְלנַ ַחת ֵאינוֹ ְמ ַק ֵ ּבל
ֵ ְּכ ִלי
ּ
: ֶא ָלא. וְ חוֹצֵ ץ ִ ּב ְפנֵי טו ְּמ ָאה,טו ְּמ ָאה
,עוֹלי ְרגָ ִלים
ֵ יהין אוֹתוֹ ְל
ִ ְמ ַל ֵּמד ׁ ֶש ַּמגְ ִ ּב
יב ְת ֶכם ִל ְפנֵי
ּ ַ  ְרא ּו ִח:אוֹמ ִרים ָל ֶהם
ְ ְו
ּ  ׁ ֶש ִּס,ַה ָּמקוֹם
: ׁ ֶש ֶּנ ֱא ַמר,ילוּקוֹ ְּכ ִסדּ וּרוֹ
.״ל ׂשוּם ֶל ֶחם חוֹם ְ ּביוֹם ִה ָּל ְקחוֹ״
ָ

The Gemara asks: How is that possible? It is a wooden vessel
designated to restH in a fixed place and not to be moved. And it
was taught: Any wooden vessel designated to rest in a fixed place
is not susceptible to ritual impurity, and it serves as a barrier
before impurity, preventing its transmission. Rather, the fact that
the table is described as pure teaches that the priests lift itN in
order to display the shewbread to the Festival pilgrims, and they
say to them: See how beloved you are before the Omnipresent,
as the bread is as hot at its removal on Shabbat, after a week on
the table, as it was at its arrangement, as it is stated: “To put out
hot bread on the day it was taken away” Samuel : ). Since
the table was moved on occasion, it was not considered a wooden
vessel designated to rest and was therefore susceptible to impurity.
At the same time, it is clear that the miracle of the shewbread was
a miracle performed outside the Sanctuary, as it was visible to all.

 ְ ּב ׁ ָש ָﬠה:אוֹש ְﬠיָא
ַ ׁ וְ ת ּו ֵל ָּיכא? וְ ָה ָא ַמר ַרב
ׁ ֶש ָ ּבנָ ה ׁ ְשלֹמֹה ֵ ּבית ַה ִּמ ְקדָּ ׁש נָ ַטע ּבוֹ
יאין
ִ ִ וְ ָהי ּו מוֹצ,ָּכל ִמינֵי ְמגָ ִדים ׁ ֶשל זָ ָהב
נַש ֶבת
ֶ ּ ׁ ּח ְמ  ו ְּכ ׁ ֶש ָהרו,יהן ִ ּבזְ ַמ ָּנן
ֶ ירוֹת
ֵ ּ ֵפ
 ׁ ֶשנֶ ֱא ַמר ״יִ ְר ַﬠ ׁש ַּכ ְּל ָבנוֹן,נוֹש ִרין
ְ ׁ ָ ּב ֶהן
,יכל – ַיָב ׁש
ָ  ו ְּכ ׁ ֶש ִּנ ְכנְס ּו גּ וֹיִ ם ַל ֵה.ּ ִפ ְריוֹ״
 וְ ָﬠ ִתיד. ״ו ֶּפ ַרח ְל ָבנוֹן או ְּמ ָלל״:ׁ ֶש ֶּנ ֱא ַמר
: ׁ ֶש ֶּנ ֱא ַמר,דוֹש ָ ּברו ְּך הוּא ְל ַה ֲחזִ ָירן
ׁ ַה ָ ּק
רוֹח ִּת ְפ ַרח וְ ָתגֵ ל ַאף ִ ּג ַילת וְ ַר ּנֵן ְּכבוֹד
 ״פ
ָּ
!ַה ְּל ָבנוֹן נִ ַּתן ָל ּה״

The Gemara asks: And are there no more miracles performed in
the Temple? But didn’t Rav Oshaya say: When Solomon built
the Temple he planted all sorts of precious golden fruitsN there,
and these brought forth their fruit in their appointed season like
other trees, and when the wind blew them the fruit would fall, as
it is stated: “May his fruits rustle like Lebanon” (Psalms : ).
This indicates that fruits grew in Lebanon, which the Sages interpreted as a reference to the Temple, which was built with cedar
trees from Lebanon. And when the gentiles entered the Sanctuary the golden tree withered, as it stated: “And the blossoms of
Lebanon wither” (Nahum : ). And the Holy One, Blessed be
He, will restore the miraculous trees to Israel in the future, as it
is stated: “It shall blossom abundantly, it shall also rejoice and
shout, the glory of Lebanon will be given to it” (Isaiah : ).
Apparently, there were additional miracles in the Temple.

NOTES

They lift it – יהין אוֹתוֹ
ִ מגְ ִ ּב:ַּ The priests would show everyone
that the heat was emanating from the bread despite the
fact that it had been sitting on the table for a week (Ritva).
Precious golden fruits – מגָ ִדים ׁ ֶשל זָ ָהב:ְ Some commentaries see this passage as a metaphor meaning that Solomon
composed significant books of wisdom that continued to
be studied for generations until they were lost during the
destruction of the Temple. On the other hand, the Gemara
could be alluding to the great wealth that Solomon accumulated. Gold was so plentiful that people said it grew on
trees (Rav Shem Tov ibn Shaprut).
Crouched like a lion – רבוּצָ ה ָּכ ֲא ִרי:ְ Rashi writes that a coal
or flame shaped like a lion descended from heaven. Others
explain that the term: Like a lion, does not refer to its shape
but to its power. The fire that descended from heaven was
that much more powerful than ordinary fire (Me’iri).

The Gemara responds: The tanna does not count perpetual mir ָה ׁ ְש ָּתא.יﬠי ָלא ָקא ָח ׁ ֵשיב
ִ נִיסי דִּ ְק ִב
ֵּ
נִיסי
ֵּ  דְּ ָא ֵתית ְל ָה ִכי – ָארוֹן ו ְּכרו ִּבים נַ ִמיacles on the list. The Gemara comments: Now that you have ar.ּיﬠי נִינְ הו
ִ  דִּ ְק ִבrived at this solution, it can resolve an earlier diﬃculty as well: The
Ark and the cherubs are also not counted, since they too were
perpetual miracles.
 ו ִּמי ֲהוָ ה ָﬠ ׁ ָשן. וַ ֲﬠ ׁ ַשן ַה ַּמ ֲﬠ ָר ָכה:ָא ַמר ָמר
 ֲח ִמ ׁ ּ ָשה דְּ ָב ִרים:ַ ּב ַּמ ֲﬠ ָר ָכה? וְ ָה ַתנְ יָ א
, ְרבוּצָ ה ָּכ ֲא ִרי:נֶ ֶא ְמר ּו ָ ּב ֵא ׁש ׁ ֶשל ַמ ֲﬠ ָר ָכה
אוֹכ ֶלת
ֶ ְ ו, וְ יֵ ׁש ָ ּב ּה ַמ ָּמ ׁש,ו ָּב ָרה ַּכ ַח ָּמה
! וְ ֵאינָ ּה ַמ ֲﬠ ָלה ָﬠ ׁ ָשן,ַל ִחין ִּכ ֵיב ׁ ִשין
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Perek I . 21b . :פרק א׳ דף כא

§ The Master said in listing the miracles that even strong winds
were unable to displace the smoke of the arrangement of wood.
The Gemara asks: And did smoke rise from the arrangement of
wood on the altar? But wasn’t it taught in a baraita: There were
five matters stated with regard to the fire of the arrangement of
wood: It crouched above the wood like a lion;N and it was as clear
as the light of the sun; and it had substance to the extent that it
could be felt; it was powerful enough to consume wet wood like
dry wood; and it did not raise smoke.

: דְּ ַתנְ יָ א,ִּכי ָקא ָא ְמ ִרינַ ן – ִ ּב ְד ֶה ְדיוֹט
״וְ נָ ְתנ ּו ְ ּבנֵ י ַא ֲה רֹן ַה ּכ ֵֹהן ֵא ׁש ַﬠל
יוֹר ֶדת ִמן
ֶ ח״ – ַאף ַﬠל ּ ִפי ׁ ֶש ֵא ׁש ַה ִּמזְ ֵ ּב
.ַה ׁ ּ ָש ַמיִ ם ִמצְ וָ ה ְל ָה ִביא ִמן ַה ֶה ְדיוֹט

The Gemara answers: When we said that the smoke was not displaced, indicating that the wood produced smoke, that was in
reference to the fire brought by a person, as it was taught in a
baraita: “And the sons of Aaron the priest shall put fire upon the
altar” (Leviticus : ), indicating that even though fire descends
from the heavens, still there is a special mitzva to bring fire by a
person.H The fire that the priests brought produced smoke, and
the miracle related to that smoke.

 ֲא ַמר ַר ִ ּבי ֲחנִינָ א,ְרבוּצָ ה ָּכ ֲא ִרי? וְ ָה ַתנְיָא
 ּו ְרב ּוצָ ה,יה
ָ ית
ִ  ֲאנִי ְר ִא:ְסגַ ן ַה ּכ ֲֹהנִים
,אשוֹן
ׁ ַּכ ֶּכ ֶלב! ָלא ַק ׁ ְשיָא; ָּכאן ְ ּב ִמ ְקדָּ ׁש ִר
.ָּכאן – ְ ּב ִמ ְקדָּ ׁש ׁ ֵשנִי

The Gemara asks: And was the altar’s fire crouched like a lion?
But wasn’t it taught in a baraita: Rabbi Ĥanina, the deputy High
Priest, said: I saw the fire in the Temple and it was crouched like
a dog and not a lion? The Gemara answers: This is not diﬃcult.
Here, where the baraita stated that the fire resembled a lion, it
refers to the fire in the First Temple; there, where Rabbi Ĥanina,
the deputy High Priest, said that the fire resembled a dog, it refers
to the fire in the Second Temple.

ו ְּב ִמ ְקדָּ ׁש ׁ ֵשנִי ִמי ֲהוַ אי? וְ ָה ָא ַמר ַרב
: ַמאי דִּ ְכ ִתיב,ׁ ְשמ ּו ֵא ל ַ ּבר ִא ינְ יָ א
״וְ ֶא ְרצֶ ה ּבוֹ וְ ֶא ָּכ ֵבד״ וְ ָק ֵרינַן ״וְ ִא ָּכ ְב ָדה״
ַמאי ׁ ְשנָ א דִּ ְמחו ַּּסר ה״א? ֵאלּ ּו ֲח ִמ ׁ ּ ָשה
אשוֹן ְל ִמ ְקדָּ ׁש
ׁ דְּ ָב ִרים ׁ ֶש ָהי ּו ֵ ּבין ִמ ְקדָּ ׁש ִר
, ָארוֹן וְ ַכ ּפ ֶוֹרת ו ְּכרו ִּבים: וְ ֵא ּל ּו ֵהן,ׁ ֵשנִי
 וְ או ִּרים,ּח ַה ּק ֶוֹד ׁש  וְ רו, ּו ׁ ְש ִכינָ ה,ֵא ׁש
יּוֹﬠי
ֵ  ַס,יהוָ ה ֲהוָ ה
ֲ  ִמ, ִאין: ָא ְמ ִרי.וְ תו ִּּמים
.יﬠא
ָ ְָלא ְמ ַסיּ

The Gemara asks: And was there fire that descended from the
heavens in the Second Temple? Didn’t Rav Shmuel bar Inya say:
What is the meaning of that which is written with regard to the
Second Temple: “Go up to the hills and get wood and build the
house; and I will look on it favorably and I will be glorified
[ve’ekkaved], said the Lord” (Haggai : )? Even though it is written
ve’ekkaved, we read it ve’ikkavda, with an added letter heh. The
Gemara explains: What is diﬀerent that the word is missing the
letter heh? This represents five, the numerological value of heh,
phenomena that constituted the diﬀerence between the First
Temple and the Second Temple, in that they were not in the Second Temple.N And these are: The Ark of the Covenant, and the
Ark cover upon it, and the cherubs that were on the Ark cover;
fire; and the Divine Presence; and the Divine Spirit; and the
Urim VeTummim. Apparently, there was no fire from heaven in the
Second Temple. The Sages say in response: Yes, there was fire from
heaven in the Second Temple; however, it did not assist in burning
the oﬀerings but was merely visible above the wood.

אוֹכ ֶלת
ֶ  יֵ ׁש, ׁ ֵש ׁש ִא ׁ ּשוֹת ֵהן:ָּתנ ּו ַר ָ ּבנַ ן
,אוֹכ ֶלת
ֶ  וְ ׁיֵש ׁש ָוֹתה וְ ֵאינָ ּה,וְ ֵאינָ ּה ׁש ָוֹתה
אוֹכ ֶלת ַל ִחין
ֶ  וְ יֵ ׁש,וֹתה
ָ אוֹכ ֶלת וְ ׁש
ֶ וְ יֵ ׁש
 וְ יֵ ׁש ֵא ׁש,וֹחה ֵא ׁש
ָ ּ וְ יֵ ׁש ֵא ׁש ד,ִּכ ֵיב ׁ ִשין
.אוֹכ ֶלת ֵא ׁש
ֶ

Apropos the fire on the altar, the Gemara cites a related baraita. The
Sages taught that there are six kinds of fire: There is fire that
consumes solids and does not consume liquids; and there is fire
that consumes liquids and does not consume solids; and there
is fire that consumes solids and consumes liquids; and there is
fire that consumes wet objects like dry objects; and there is fire
that repels other fire; and there is fire that consumes other fire.

NOTES

Five features that were absent in the Second Temple –
ח ִמ ׁ ּ ָשה דְּ ָב ִרים ָח ֵס ִרים ְ ּב ִמ ְקדָּ ׁש ׁ ֵשנִי:ֲ There are several texts that
contrast the two eras and list the diﬀerences between the
Temples. The general approach is that certain items, e.g.,
the anointing oil, were sequestered as early as King Josiah’s reign in the First Temple period (Rosh; Ritva). The
Gemara lists features through which the Divine Presence
was manifest in the Temple; miracles performed during the
First Temple era that were not integral to the functioning of
the Temple are not included in the list (Tosafot Yeshanim).
Fire that consumes wet objects like dry objects – אוֹכ ֶלת
ֶ
ל ִחין ִּכ ֵיב ׁ ִשין:ַ Although the altar’s fire was capable of consuming wet wood, the priests insisted on using only dry
wood rather than rely on miracles (Tosefot Ri HaLavan).

וֹתה – ָהא
ָ אוֹכ ֶלת וְ ֵאינָ ּה ׁש
ֶ  יֵ ׁש ֵא ׁשThe Gemara elaborates: There is fire that consumes solids and
does not consume liquids; that is our standard fire that con.חוֹלין
ִ ְּאוֹכ ֶלת – ד
ֶ וֹתה וְ ֵאינָ ּה
ָ  ׁש.דִּ ַידן
sumes dry items but does not dry liquids.
: דִּ ְכ ִתיב,וֹתה – דְּ ֵא ִליָּ ה ּו
ָ אוֹכ ֶלת וְ ׁש
ֶ
Fire that consumes liquids and does not consume solids is the
.״וְ ֶאת ַה ַּמיִ ם ֲא ׁ ֶשר ַ ּב ְּת ָﬠ ָלה ִל ֵח ָכה״
fever of the sick that dehydrates the body but does not consume
 יֵ ׁש,אוֹכ ֶלת ַל ִחין ִּכ ֵיב ׁ ִשין – דְּ ַמ ֲﬠ ָר ָכה
ֶ
the flesh.
 וְ יֵ ׁש ֵא ׁש,יאל
ֵ וֹחה ֵא ׁש – דְּ גַ ְב ִר
ָ ּ ֵא ׁש דFire that consumes solids and consumes liquids is the fire of
Elijah the Prophet, as it is written: “And fire fell from the sky
: דְּ ָא ַמר ָמר,אוֹכ ֶלת ֵא ׁש – דִּ ׁ ְש ִכינָ ה
ֶ
and consumed the oﬀering and the wood and the stones and
.ּש ָר ָפן
ׂ ְ ינֵיהם ו
ֶ הוֹשיט ֶאצְ ָ ּבעוֹ ֵ ּב
ִׁ
the earth, and it licked up the water that was in the trench”
Kings : ).
Fire that consumes wet objects like dry objectsN is the fire of the
arrangement of wood.
There is fire that repels other fire; that is the fire of the angel
Gabriel. The book of Daniel relates that Gabriel was an angel
of fire who descended to the fiery furnace, repelled the fire, and
rescued Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, who had been cast
inside.
And there is fire that consumes other fire; that is the fire of the
Divine Presence, as the Master said in another context: The
Holy One, Blessed be He, extended His finger between the
angels, who are also made of fire, and burned them. The fire of
the Divine Presence consumed the fire of the angels.
ּ  ֲא ִפ,וַ ֲﬠ ׁ ַשן ַה ַּמ ֲﬠ ָר ָכה
יל ּו ָּכל ָהרוּחוֹת
?עוֹלם ֵאין ְמזִ יזוֹת אוֹתוֹ ִמ ְּמקוֹמוֹ
ָ ׁ ֶש ָ ּב
 ְ ּבמוֹצָ ֵאי:ימי
ִ ִּוְ ָה ָא ַמר ַר ִ ּבי יִ צְ ָחק ַ ּבר ַא ְבד
צוֹפין
ִ יוֹם טוֹב ָה ַא ֲחרוֹן ׁ ֶשל ַחג ַה ּכֹל
– נוֹטה ְּכ ַל ּ ֵפי צָ פוֹן
ֶ ,ַל ֲﬠ ׁ ַשן ַה ַּמ ֲﬠ ָר ָכה
 ִמ ּ ְפנֵי,ֲﬠנִיִּ ים ְ ׂש ֵמ ִחין ו ַּב ֲﬠ ֵלי ָ ּב ִּתים ֲﬠצֵ ִבין
.ירוֹת ֶיהן ַמ ְר ִק ִיבין
ֵ ׁ ֶש ִ ּג ׁ ְש ֵמי ׁ ָשנָ ה ְמרו ִ ּּבין ו ֵּפ
נָטה ְּכ ַל ּ ֵפי דָּ רוֹם – ֲﬠנִיִּ ים ֲﬠצֵ ִבין ו ַּב ֲﬠ ֵלי
ָ
 ִמ ּ ְפ נֵ י ׁ ֶש ִ ּג ׁ ְש ֵמי ׁ ָשנָ ה,ָ ּב ִּתים ְ ׂש ֵמ ִח ין
.יהן ִמ ׁ ְש ַּת ְּמ ִרין
ֶ ירוֹת
ֵ מו ָּﬠ ִטין ו ֵּפ

§ The Gemara asks: And with regard to the smoke of the arrangement, is it so that even if all the winds in the world come and
blow it, they do not move it from its place and it rises directly
heavenward? Didn’t Rabbi Yitzĥak bar Avdimi say: At the conclusion of the final day of the festival of Sukkot, everyone looks
to the smoke of the arrangement of wood; if the wind blew from
the south and the smoke tends toward the north, the poor were
glad and the homeowners were sad. This is because it was a sign
that the year’s rains would be plentiful, producing an abundant
crop on the one hand, but on the other hand, the fruit would rot
due to the humidity, rendering it impossible to store the abundant
harvest. This forced the landowners to sell quickly at a lower price.
And if a northern wind caused the smoke to tend toward the south,
the poor were sad and the homeowners were glad, because it
was an indication that the year’s rains would be sparse. The yield
would be low, and it would be easy to store the fruit and sell it at
a higher price.
: פרק א׳ דף כא. Perek I . 21b
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 ְּכ ַל ּ ֵפי, נָ ָטה ְּכ ַל ּ ֵפי ִמזְ ָרח – ַה ּכֹל ְ ׂש ֵמ ִחיןIf a western wind caused the smoke to tend to the east, that was
, דְּ ָאזֵ יל וְ ָא ֵתי ְּכ ִד ְיק ֵלי. ַמ ֲﬠ ָרב – ַה ּכֹל ֲﬠצֵ ִביןan indication that there would be suﬃcient rainfall to ensure a
. וְ ִא ְבדו ֵּרי ָלא ֲהוָ ה ִמ ְיבדַּ רsubstantial crop, and at the same time, it would be possible to
store the fruit, and everyone was glad. If an eastern wind
caused the smoke to tend to the west that was an indication
that there would be a drought because eastern winds do not
bring rain, and everyone was sad. Apparently, wind causes the
smoke rising from the arrangement of wood to move. The
Gemara responds: The smoke comes and goes like a palm tree,
swaying in the wind, but it did not disperse.
 ְּכ ַל ּ ֵפי, ְּכ ַל ּ ֵפי ִמזְ ָרח ַה ּכֹל ְ ׂש ֵמ ִחין:ָא ַמר ָמר
–  ִמזְ ָר ִחית:ּ ו ְּר ִמינְ הו.ַמ ֲﬠ ָרב – ַה ּכֹל ֲﬠצֵ ִבין
ּח  רו,עוֹלם ָק ׁ ָשה
ָ  ַמ ֲﬠ ָר ִבית – ְל,עוֹלם יָ ָפה
ָ ְל
צְ פוֹנִית – יָ ָפה ַל ִח ִּטין ְ ּב ׁ ָש ָﬠה ׁ ֶש ֵה ִביא ּו
.חוֹנְטין
ִ
יתים ִ ּבזְ ַמן ׁ ֶש ֵהן
ִ ֵ וְ ָק ׁ ָשה ַלזּ,ׁ ְש ִל ׁיש
רוֹמית ָק ׁ ָשה ַל ִח ִּטין ְ ּב ׁ ָש ָﬠה ׁ ֶש ֵה ִביא ּו
ִ ְּּח ד רו
.חוֹנְטין
ִ
יתים ִ ּבזְ ַמן ׁ ֶש ֵהן
ִ ֵ וְ יָ ָפה ַלזּ,ׁ ְש ִל ׁיש

The Master said: If a western wind caused the pillar of smoke
to tend to the east everyone is glad; if an eastern wind caused
the smoke to tend to the west everyone was sad. And the
Gemara raised a contradiction, as the Sages said: An eastern
wind is always good; a western wind is always bad; a northern wind is good for wheat when it has reached one-third of
its potential growth, and bad for olives when they are ripening; a southern wind is bad for wheat when it has reached
one-third of its potential growth, and good for olives when
they are ripening.

:ימא ָמר זו ְּט ָרא
ָ ית
ֵ  וְ ִא,יוֹסף
ֵ  וְ ָא ַמר ַרבAnd Rav Yosef said, and some say it was Mar Zutra who said
,נוֹרה ַ ּבדָּ רוֹם
ָ  ׁ ֻש ְל ָחן ַ ּב ָ ּצפוֹן ו ְּמ:נָיך
ְ ימ
ָ  וְ ִסit: And your mnemonic for which is good for wheat and which
!יה
ּ יה וְ ַהאי ַמ ְר ֶ ּבה דִּ ֵיד
ּ  ַהאי ַמ ְר ֶ ּבה דִּ ֵידfor olives is that in the Temple the table was in the north and
the candelabrum was in the south of the Sanctuary. Bread
made out of wheat was placed on the table, and oil made out
of olives was burned in the candelabrum. The wind coming
from this side, the north, increased its own component, wheat;
and the wind coming from this side, the south, increased its
own component, olives. In any event, there are contradictory
opinions with regard to the eﬀect of western and eastern winds.
.ּ וְ ָהא – ְלהו, ָהא – ָלן: ָלא ַק ׁ ְשיָ אThe Gemara responds: This is not diﬃcult: This opinion that
a wind from the east is good is for us, in Babylonia. Babylonia
is a land whose water is plentiful, and a dry east wind will not
harm the crop at all. This opinion that a wind from the east is
harmful is for them, in Eretz Yisrael. That is a land where water
is sparse, and the dry east wind will dry the land and ruin the
crops.
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