Perek IV
Daf 30 Amud a
.מוֹק ִמי ָה ָתם
ְ אוֹקוֹמי הוּא דְּ ָקא
ֵ
: ָא ְמ ִריSince Shekalim is read from the portion in the Torah immediately
following the regular weekly Torah reading, people will mistakenly
say that they merely extended the regular reading and then halted
there, and they will not realize that the last reading was actually for
the sake of Shekalim.
יתא ִמ״וְ ַא ָּתה
ָּ  ָקר ּו ׁ ִש: ֶא ָּלא ֲא ַמר ַא ַ ּביֵ יRather, Abaye said: Six people read from “And you shall com״כי
ָ  ְּת ַצ ֶּוה״ ַﬠד ״וְ ָﬠ ִ ׂשmand” until but not including “And you shall make a copper laver,”
ִּ  וְ ַחד ָּתנֵי וְ ָק ֵרי ִמ,ית״
,ית״
ָ  ִת ּ ָ ׂשא״ ַﬠד ״וְ ָﬠ ִ ׂשwhich concludes with the portion used for Shekalim. And then
one person repeats and reads Shekalim from “When you take the
count” until but not including “And you shall make a copper laver.”
The repetition of this portion serves to highlight the fact it was read
for the sake of Shekalim.
, ָחל ִל ְהיוֹת ַ ּב ּ ָפ ָר ׁ ָשה ַה ְּסמו ָּכה ָל ּה: ֵמ ִית ִיביThe Gemara raises an objection from a baraita: If the Shabbat
אוֹת ּה
ָ קוֹרין
ִ – יה
ָ נֶיה ֵ ּבין ִמ ְּל ַא ֲח ֶר
ָ  ֵ ּבין ִמ ְּל ָפon which Shekalim is to be read occurs on the Shabbat on which
ָ כוֹפ ִלין
ְ ְ וthe portion to be read for the regular weekly reading is adjacent
.אוֹת ּה
to Shekalim, whether on the Shabbat preceding that Shabbat or
following it, then they read and repeat Shekalim.
 ֶא ָּלא ְל ַר ִ ּבי יִ צְ ָחק,נִיחא
ָ –  ִ ּב ׁ ְש ָל ָמא ְל ַא ַ ּביֵ יGranted, according to the opinion of Abaye, it works out well, for
! נַ ּ ָפ ָחא ַק ׁ ְשיָ אthe conclusion of the baraita, that we repeat Shekalim, supports his
opinion. But according to the opinion of Rabbi Yitzĥak Nappaĥa,
it is diﬃcult.
 ו ְּל ַא ַ ּביֵ י ִמי: ָא ַמר ָל ְך ַר ִ ּבי יִ צְ ָחק נַ ּ ָפ ָחאThe Gemara answers: Rabbi Yitzĥak Nappaĥa could have said
to you: And according to Abaye, does it really work out well?
יכי
ִ יה ֵה
ָ  ְל ַא ֲח ֶר,נֶיה
ָ נִיחא? ֵּתינַ ח ְל ָפ
ָ
Th
e reference of the baraita to a case where the Shabbat on which
?ַמ ׁ ְש ַּכ ַח ּת ָל ּה
Shekalim is read precedes the Shabbat on which that portion will
be read as part of the weekly reading works out well, since it can
indeed occur. However, with regard to the reference to that Shabbat
following the Shabbat on which that portion is read as part of the
weekly reading, under what circumstances can this case be found?
It never occurs like that.
וֹפ ָל ּה
ְ ימר – ּכ
ַ  ֶא ָּלא ַמאי ִאית ָל ְך ְל ֵמRather, perforce, what have you to say? That when the baraita
. ָה ָכא נַ ִמי – ּכ ְוֹפ ָל ּה ְ ּב ׁ ַש ָ ּבתוֹת, ְ ּב ׁ ַש ָ ּבתוֹתrefers to repeating Shekalim when the Shabbat on which Shekalim
is read follows the Shabbat on which it is read as the regular weekly
reading, it means that one repeats it by reading it on two successive
Shabbatot. Similarly, here too, when the baraita refers to repeating
Shekalim when the Shabbat on which Shekalim is read precedes the
Shabbat on which it is read as the regular weekly reading, it means
that one repeats it by reading it on two successive Shabbatot.
 ָא ַמר ַר ִ ּבי,״כי ִת ּ ָ ׂשא״ ַﬠצְ ָמ ּה
ִּ ָחל ִל ְהיוֹת ְ ּב
ית״
ָ יתא ִמן ״וְ ָﬠ ִ ׂש
ָּ  ָקר ּו ׁ ִש:יִ צְ ָחק נַ ּ ָפ ָחא
״כי ִת ּ ָ ׂשא״ ַﬠד
ִּ ַﬠד ״וַ יַּ ְק ֵהל״ וְ ַחד ָק ֵרי ִמ
.ית״
ָ ״וְ ָﬠ ִ ׂש

The Gemara considers a similar case: If the Shabbat on which
Shekalim is to be read occurs on the Shabbat on which the regular
portion itself begins with “When you take the count,” what should
be done? Rabbi Yitzĥak Nappaĥa said: Six people read from “And
you shall make a copper laver” until but not including the portion
of “And he assembled” (Exodus : – : ). This is the entire
regular weekly portion of “When you take the count” without
the opening passage, which is also the portion of Shekalim. And
then one person goes back and reads the portion of Shekalim from
“When you take the count” until but not including “And you shall
make a copper laver.”

ﬠ  ְל ַמ ְפ ֵר: ָה ׁ ְש ָּתא ָא ְמ ִרי:ַמ ְת ִקיף ָל ּה ַא ַ ּביֵ י
יתא
ָּ  ָקר ּו ׁ ִש:הוּא דְּ ָק ֵרי! ֶא ָּלא ֲא ַמר ַא ַ ּביֵ י
״כי ִת ּ ָ ׂשא״
ִּ ַﬠד ״וַ יַּ ְק ֵהל״ וְ ַחד ָּתנֵי וְ ָק ֵרי ִמ
.ית״
ָ ַﬠד ״וְ ָﬠ ִ ׂש

Abaye strongly objects to this: Now people will mistakenly say
that they are reading the regular weekly portion out of sequence,
and they will not realize that the last reading was actually for the
sake of the portion of Shekalim. Rather, Abaye said: Six people
read the entire portion of “When you shall count” until but not
including the portion of “And he assembled” (Exodus : – : ),
and then one person repeats and reads the portion of Shekalim
from “When you take the count” until but not including “And you
shall make a copper laver.”
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HALAKHA

When the reading of Shekalim occurs on the Shabbat
when the regular portion is “And you shall command”
or “When you take the count” – ּ ָפ ָר ׁ ַשת ׁ ְש ָק ִלים ִ ּב ְּת ַצ ֶּוה
וְ ִּכי ִּת ּ ָ ׂשא: When the New Moon of Adar occurs on the
Shabbat on which the regular weekly portion is “And you
shall command,” six read from “And you shall command,”
until but not including “And you shall make a copper
laver,” and the seventh reads Shekalim by going back
and repeating the last section from “When you take the
count” until “And you shall make a copper laver”. This
ruling is in accordance with the opinion of Abaye.
When the New Moon of Adar occurs on the Shabbat
on which the regular weekly portion is “When you take
the count,” six read the entire portion, and the seventh
goes back and repeats the last section from “When you
take the count” until “And you shall make a copper laver,”
in accordance with the opinion of Abaye. However,
nowadays, the order of the weekly portions are set so
that the New Moon of Adar never coincides with the
portions of “When you take the count” or “And you shall
command” (Rambam Sefer Ahava, Hilkhot Tefilla 13:22).
If the New Moon of Adar occurs during the middle of
the week – תוֹך ַה ׁ ּ ַש ָ ּבת
ְ חל ִל ְהיוֹת ְ ּב:ָ If the New Moon of
Adar occurs during the middle of the week, and even
if it occurs on Friday, Shekalim is read on the previous
Shabbat. Similarly, if Purim occurs on Friday, the portion
of Zakhor is read on the previous Shabbat. This ruling is
in accordance with the opinion of Rav, for whenever he
disputes ritual matters with Shmuel, the halakha is ruled
in accordance with the former’s opinion (Shulĥan Arukh,
Oraĥ Ĥayyim 685:5).
NOTES

And the tables will not be brought out – וְ ׁשו ְּל ָחנוֹת ָלא
נָ ְפ ֵקי: The money changers would not sit on Friday, out
of respect for Shabbat. Consequently, no days were lost.
ּ  ֲא ִפ,ַמאי ָלאו
What, is it not even on Friday – יל ּו ְ ּב ֶﬠ ֶרב
ש ָ ּבת:
ַ ׁ The Rashba notes that in the same way that the
mishna poses a challenge to Shmuel’s opinion, it also
poses a challenge to Rav’s opinion. Nevertheless, the
Gemara only presents it as a challenge to Shmuel’s
opinion. The Rashba explains that the Gemara does so
because, in general, when the Gemara analyzes an issue,
it does not explore all possible questions when doing so
will not highlight any new issues.

״כי
ֵ ָ ַּתנְיָ א ְּכוThe Gemara notes: It is taught in a baraita in accordance with
ִּ  ָחל ִל ְהיוֹת ְ ּב:יה דְּ ַא ַ ּביֵ י
ּ ות
כוֹפ ִלין
ְ ְאוֹת ּה ו
ָ קוֹרין
ִ –  ִת ּ ָ ׂשא״ ַﬠצְ ָמ ּהthe opinion of Abaye: If the Shabbat on which Shekalim is to be
read occurs on the Shabbat on which the regular portion itself is
.אוֹת ּה
ָ
“When you take the count,” the first part of that portion is read once
as part of the weekly reading and then repeated as the portion of
Shekalim.H
ימין
ִ ִּתוֹך ַה ׁ ּ ַש ָ ּבת ַמ ְקד
ְ ״חל ִל ְהיוֹת ְ ּב
ָ § The mishna states: If the New Moon of Adar occurs during the
H
ֹאש ח ֶֹד ׁש
ׁ  ר,ית ַמר
ְּ  ִא: ַל ׁ ּ ַש ָ ּבת ׁ ֶש ָﬠ ְב ָרה״middle of the week, the congregation advances the reading of
Shekalim
to
the
previous
week. With regard to this, an amoraic
: ַרב ָא ַמר,ֲא ָדר ׁ ֶש ָחל ִל ְהיוֹת ְ ּב ֶﬠ ֶרב ׁ ַש ָ ּבת
dispute was stated: With regard to when the New Moon of Adar
. ְמ ַא ֲח ִרין: ו ׁ ְּשמו ֵּאל ָא ַמר,ימין
ִ ִַּמ ְקד
occurs on Friday, Rav said: The congregation advances the reading
of the portion to the previous week. And Shmuel said: They defer
the reading of the portion to the following day, and it is read on the
coming Shabbat.
 דְּ ִאם ֵּכן – ָ ּבצְ ִרי ְלה ּו,ימין
ִ ִּ ַמ ְקד:ַרב ָא ַמר
, ְמ ַא ֲח ִרין: ו ׁ ְּשמו ֵּאל ָא ַמר,יוֹמי ׁשו ְּל ָחנוֹת
ֵ
 סוֹף סוֹף ֲח ֵמ ַיסר ְ ּב ַמ ֲﬠ ֵלי ׁ ַש ְ ּב ָתא: ְָא ַמר ָלך
 וְ ׁשו ְּל ָחנוֹת ָלא נָ ְפ ֵקי ַﬠד ַחד,יק ַלע
ְ ִמ
. ִה ְל ָּכךְ ְמ ַא ֲח ִרין,ְ ּב ׁ ַש ָ ּבא

The Gemara explains the two opinions: Rav said: They advance the
reading to the previous week, as, if one would read the portion only
on the following day, there will be less than the required number
of days, i.e., two weeks, that the announcement needs to precede
the setting up of the money-changing tables on the fifteenth. And
Shmuel said: They defer the reading of the portion to the following
day. As for Rav’s argument, Shmuel could have said to you: Ultimately, in such a year the fifteenth of Adar also occurs on a Friday,
and therefore the money-changing tables will not be brought outN
until Sunday. Consequently, there will still be a full two weeks
between the announcement and the setting of the tables. Therefore,
they can defer the reading to the following day.B

ימין
ִ ִּ ָחל ִל ְהיוֹת ְ ּבתוֹךְ ַה ׁ ּ ַש ָ ּבת ַמ ְקד:ְּתנַן
 ַמאי. ו ַּמ ְפ ִס ִיקין ְל ׁ ַש ָ ּבת ַא ֶח ֶרת,ְל ׁ ֶש ָﬠ ָבר
ּ ָלאו – ֲא ִפ
תוֹך
ְ  ְ ּב,יל ּו ְ ּב ֶﬠ ֶרב ׁ ַש ָ ּבת! ָלא
.ַה ׁ ּ ַש ָ ּבת דַּ וְ ָקא

The Gemara oﬀers various proofs for Rav’s opinion: We learned in
the mishna: If the New Moon occurs during the middle of the week,
they advance the reading of that portion to the previous Shabbat,
and in such a case they interrupt the reading of the four portions
on the following Shabbat. The Gemara explains the proof: What;
is it not that this is referring even to a case when the New Moon
occurs on Friday? This would prove Rav’s opinion. No; it is referring
specifically to a case where it occurs during the middle of the week.

אשוֹנָ ה – ָּכל
ׁ  ֵאיזוֹ ִהיא ׁ ַש ָ ּבת ִר:ָּתא ׁ ְש ַמע
ָ ֹאש ח ֶֹד ׁש ֲא ָדר ִל ְהיוֹת ְ ּב
ׁ ׁ ֶש ָחל ר
,תוֹכ ּה
 ַמאי ָלאו – ֲא ִפילּ ּו.וַ ֲא ִפילּ ּו ְ ּב ֶﬠ ֶרב ׁ ַש ָ ּבת
–  ַמה ּת ָוֹכ ּה,תוֹכ ּה
ָ ְְּ ּב ֶﬠ ֶרב ׁ ַש ָ ּבת דּ ו ְּמיָ א ד
!ימין
ִ ִּ ַאף ֶﬠ ֶרב ׁ ַש ָ ּבת – ַמ ְקד,ימין
ִ ִַּמ ְקד

Come and hear another proof from a baraita: Which is the first
Shabbat of the four Shabbatot on which the special portions are
read? The Shabbat of whichever week during which the New Moon
of Adar occurs, and this is the case even if it occurs on Friday. The
Gemara explains the proof: What, is it not that the baraita teaches
that the case when it occurs even on FridayN is similar to the case
where it occurs during the middle of the week, and just as when it
occurs during the middle of the week, they advance the reading
to the previous Shabbat, so too, when it occurs on Friday, they
advance the reading to the previous Shabbat? This would therefore
prove Rav’s opinion.

: וְ ֵכן ָּתנָ א ְד ֵבי ׁ ְשמו ֵּאל, ָ ּב ּה: ָא ַמר ׁ ְשמו ֵּאלShmuel said: The baraita should be emended, and instead of saying:
. ָ ּב ּהDuring which the New Moon occurs, it should say: On which the
New Moon occurs, i.e., on Shabbat itself. And so the school of
Shmuel taught: On which the New Moon occurs.

BACKGROUND

The order of the reading of the four portions – יאת
ַ ִס ְד ֵרי ְק ִר
א ְר ַ ּבע ּ ָפ ָר ׁ ִשיּוֹת:ַ Today, when there is a fixed calendar, the Shabbatot
on which each of the special portions are read and the Shabbatot on which none are read are fixed. The early commentaries
provided mnemonics with which to remember the order using
letters corresponding to the numeric values of the days of the
week, e.g., alef represents day 1, i.e., Sunday, and the days of
the month.
The New Moon of Adar can occur only on זבד״ו, i.e., day 7, 2, 4,
or 6 of the week. The mnemonics indicate on which Shabbatot
no special portion is read:

by 7, then the Shabbat that occurs on the fifteenth of the month
will have no special reading.
 – ב״וBo, i.e., bet, vav, the numeric value of 2 and 6, respectively.
If the New Moon occurs on Monday, represented by 2, then
the Shabbat that occurs on the sixth of the month will have no
special reading.
 – ד״דDad, i.e., dalet, dalet, the numeric value of 4 and 4. If the
New Moon occurs on Wednesday, represented by 4, then the
Shabbat that occurs on the fourth of the month will have no
special reading.
 – ובי״וUbiyav, i.e., vav, bet, yud-vav, the numeric value of 6, 2, and
16. If the New Moon occurs on Friday, represented by 6, then the
 – זט״וZatu, i.e., zayin, tet-vav, the numeric value of 7 and 15, Shabbatot that occur on the second and sixteenth of the month
respectively. If the New Moon occurs on Shabbat, represented will have no special reading.
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 ִ ּד ְב ֵרי ַר ִ ּבי, ְמ ָס ְרגִ ין ְל ׁ ַש ָ ּבתוֹת:ְּכ ַת ָּנ ֵאי
 ַר ִ ּבי ׁ ִש ְמעוֹן ֶ ּבן ֶא ְל ָﬠזָ ר.ָשיא
ׂ ִ יְ הו ָּדה ַה ּנ
 ָא ַמר ַר ִ ּבי ׁ ִש ְמעוֹן ֶ ּבן. ֵאין ְמ ָס ְרגִ ין:אוֹמר
ֵ
– אוֹמר ֵאין ְמ ָס ְרגִ ין
ֵ ימ ַתי ֲאנִי
ָ  ֵא:ֶא ְל ָﬠזָ ר
 ֲא ָבל,ִ ּבזְ ַמן ׁ ֶש ָחל ִל ְהיוֹת ְ ּב ֶﬠ ֶרב ׁ ַש ָ ּבת
– תוֹך ַה ׁ ּ ַש ָ ּבת
ְ ִ ּבזְ ַמן ׁ ֶש ָחל ִל ְהיוֹת ְ ּב
קוֹרא ִמ ׁ ּ ַש ָ ּבת ׁ ֶש ָﬠ ְב ָרה ַאף
ֵ ְַמ ְקדִּ ים ו
.ַﬠל ּ ִפי ׁ ֶשהוּא ׁ ְש ָבט

The Gemara suggests: This dispute between the amora’im is like a
dispute between tanna’im, as it is taught in a baraita: With regard
to the reading of the four special portions, they interrupt the
flowN of Shabbatot, i.e., there is a Shabbat in which no special
portion is read; this is the statement of Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi.
Rabbi Shimon ben Elazar said: They do not interrupt the flow
of Shabbatot. Rabbi Shimon ben Elazar said: When do I say that
they do not interrupt the flow of Shabbatot? When the New
Moon of Adar occurs on Friday, since I hold that in that case
Shekalim is read on the following day, and therefore the four
portions are read on four consecutive weeks. However, when the
New Moon of Adar occurs during the week, one advances
and reads Shekalim on the previous Shabbat, although it is still
the month of Shevat, and therefore on one of the Shabbatot in
Adar there will be no reading. It would appear, then, that Shmuel
holds in accordance with the opinion of Rabbi Shimon ben Elazar,
whereas Rav holds in accordance with the opinion of Rabbi
Yehuda HaNasi.

 ּפו ִּרים,ית ַמר
ְּ  ִא:״ב ׁ ּ ְשנִ יָּ יה זָ כוֹר״ וכו׳
ּ ַ § The mishna states: On the second Shabbat of Adar, the Shabbat
: ַרב ָא ַמר, ׁ ֶש ָחל ִל ְהיוֹת ְ ּב ֶﬠ ֶרב ׁ ַש ָ ּבתprior to Purim, they read the portion of “Remember [zakhor]
: ו ׁ ְּשמו ֵּאל ָא ַמר,ימין ּ ָפ ָר ׁ ַשת זָ כוֹר
ִ ִּ ַמ ְקדwhat Amalek did” (Deuteronomy : – ). The portion of
Zakhor is associated with Purim because according to tradition,
.ְמ ַא ֲח ִרין
Haman was a descendant of Amalek, and so the victory over him
and his supporters was a victory against Amalek. With regard to
this, an amoraic dispute was stated: With regard to when Purim
occurs on a Friday,N Rav said: The congregation advances the
reading of the portion of Zakhor to the previous Shabbat. And
Shmuel said: They defer it to the Shabbat following Purim.
יכי דְּ ָלא
ִ  ִּכי ֵה,ימין
ִ ִּ ַמ ְקד:ַרב ָא ַמר
: ו ׁ ְּשמו ֵּאל ָא ַמר.ִּת ְיקדוֹם ֲﬠ ִ ׂשיָּ ה ִלזְ ִכ ָירה
יכא מו ָּק ִפין
ָּ  ֵּכיוָ ן דְּ ִא: ְ ָא ַמר ָלך,ְמ ַא ֲח ִרין
יסר – ֲﬠ ִ ׂשיָּ ה וּזְ ִכ ָירה ַ ּב ֲה ֵדי
ָ דְּ ָﬠ ְב ִדי ַ ּב ֲח ֵמ
.ֲה ָד ֵדי ָקא ָא ְתיָ ין

The Gemara explains the two opinions: Rav said: They advance
it to the previous Shabbat, in order that the observance of Purim
should not precede the remembrance of the destruction of Amalek, which is achieved through reading the portion of Zakhor. And
Shmuel said: They defer its reading. And as for Rav’s argument,
Shmuel could have said to you: Since there are the walled cities
that observe Purim on the fifteenth, at least with regard to them,
the observance and the remembrance come together on the
same day, and that is suﬃcient.

 וְ ָהא ִּכי ִמ ְיק ַלע ֵר ׁיש. ַ ּב ׁ ּ ְשנִיָּה זָ כוֹר:ְּתנַן
יק ַלע ּפו ִּרים ְ ּב ֶﬠ ֶרב
ְ יַ ְר ָחא ְ ּב ׁ ַש ָ ּבת ִמ
 ַ ּב ׁ ּ ְשנִ יָּ ה זָ כוֹר! ֲא ַמר ַרב: וְ ָק ָתנֵי,ׁ ַש ָ ּבת
. ַמאי ׁ ְשנִיָּה – ׁ ְשנִיָּה ְל ַה ְפ ָס ָקה:ּ ַפ ּ ָפא

The Gemara oﬀers various proofs for Rav’s opinion: We learned
in the mishna: On the second Shabbat they read the portion of
Zakhor.H The Gemara suggests: Is it not the case that when the
New Moon of Adar occurs on Shabbat, Purim occurs on Friday,
and yet the mishna teaches: On the second Shabbat they read
the portion of Zakhor? This supports Rav’s opinion that in all
cases the portion is read before Purim. Rav Pappa said: There
is no proof, because one could argue as follows: What is the
intention of the mishna when it is referring to the second Shabbat?
It could mean the second Shabbat on which a special portion
is read, which, if Purim occurs on Friday, occurs only after the
interruptionN of the previous Shabbat, during which no portion
was read.

 ֵאיזוֹ ׁ ַש ָ ּבת ׁ ְשנִיָּה – ָּכל ׁ ֶש ָחל:ָּתא ׁ ְש ַמע
ּ  וַ ֲא ִפ,תוֹכ ּה
יל ּו ְ ּב ֶﬠ ֶרב
ָ ּפו ִּרים ִל ְהיוֹת ְ ּב
 ַמאי ָלאו ֶﬠ ֶרב ׁ ַש ָ ּבת דּ ו ְּמיָ א.ׁ ַש ָ ּבת
ָ  ַמה ּת,תוֹכ ּה
ָ ְּד
 ַאף,ימין
ִ ִּוֹכ ּה – ַמ ְקד
!ימין
ִ ִֶּﬠ ֶרב ׁ ַש ָ ּבת ַמ ְקד

Come and hear another proof from a baraita: Which is the
second Shabbat on which a special portion is read? The Shabbat
of whichever week during which Purim occurs, and this is the
case even if it occurs on Friday. The Gemara explains the proof:
What, is it not that the baraita teaches that even if Purim occurs
on Friday, the case is similar to the case when it occurs during
the middle of the week, and therefore, just as when it occurs
during the middle of the week we advance the reading to the
previous Shabbat, so too, when it occurs on Friday, we should
advance the reading to the previous Shabbat? This baraita would
therefore prove Rav’s opinion.

NOTES

They interrupt the flow – מ ָס ְרגִ ין:ְ In practice, there is usually
at least one Shabbat in Adar, and at times even two Shabbatot, on which no special portion is read. However, based on
the ruling of the Jerusalem Talmud, there is never an interruption between Para and HaĤodesh. An mnemonic provided for
this is that there an interruption is not allowed between the
third and fourth cups of wine at the Passover seder. The early
halakhic authorities delineated exactly when each portion
should be read and which Shabbatot will have no special
reading, based on the various days on which the New Moon
of Adar can occur (see BACKGROUND, previous page).
When Purim occurs on a Friday – ּפו ִּרים ׁ ֶש ָחל ִל ְהיוֹת ְ ּב ֶﬠ ֶרב
ש ָ ּבת:
ַ ׁ Several of the early commentaries’ manuscripts read:
When Purim occurs on Shabbat (see Rid and Ritva). This
change also aﬀects the text of the Gemara later on (see Noda
Bihuda). It would appear that many preferred the version that
currently appears in the Gemara because, according to the
set calendar, Purim never occurs on Shabbat, except for in
Jerusalem and other historically walled cities.
What is the second Shabbat? The second Shabbat after
the interruption –  ׁ ְשנִיָּה ְל ַה ְפ ָס ָקה,מאי ׁ ְשנִיָּה:ַ In truth, even Rav
Pappa’s explanation is not entirely precise, for the Shabbatot
are not counted in relation to the month of Adar. Rather, the
count is generally made from the first of the Shabbatot on
which a special portion is read. Counting in this way, the portion of Zakhor is always read on the second Shabbat, and this
was probably the intention of the tanna of the mishna (Ritva).
HALAKHA

On the second Shabbat they read the portion of Zakhor –
ב ׁ ּ ְשנִיָּה זָ כוֹר:
ּ ַ On the Shabbat immediately preceding Purim,
two Torah scrolls are removed from the ark. From the first,
the regular weekly portion is read, and from the second the
portion of Zakhor is read as the maftir. The haftara is read
from the account of the battle against Amalek in the book of
I Samuel, chapter 15. Some begin from the first verse of that
chapter (Arukh HaShulĥan). Some hold that the obligation
to read the portion of Zakhor is a biblical requirement, and
therefore everyone must be particularly careful to hear it.
The Magen Avraham states that if one did not hear it then,
one may rely on the Torah reading on Purim, which also
mentions the destruction of Amalek (Shulĥan Arukh, Oraĥ
Ĥayyim 685:2, 7).

 וְ ֵכן ָּתנָ א ְד ֵבי, ָ ּב ּה: ָא ַמר ׁ ְשמו ֵּאלShmuel said: The baraita should be emended, and instead of
. ָ ּב ּה: ׁ ְשמו ֵּאלsaying: During which Purim occurs, it should say: On which
Purim occurs, i.e., on Shabbat itself. And so the school of Shmuel
taught: On which Purim occurs.
. פרק ד׳ דף ל. Megilla . Perek IV . 30a
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NOTES

The portions of Para and HaĤodesh – ּ ָפ ָר ׁ ַשת ּ ָפ ָרה
חוֹד ׁש
ֶ וְ ַה: In the Jerusalem Talmud, the ruling is set that
although HaĤodesh should really be read before Para,
both because the portion of HaĤodesh was given to
the Jewish people first, and because its fulfillment is on
the New Moon of Nisan, whereas the first ashes of the
red heifer were prepared only on the second of Nisan,
nevertheless, it was considered fitting to advance the
reading of Para, because it concerns the purity of the
Jewish people.

: ָא ַמר ַרב הוּנָ א,ָחל ִל ְהיוֹת ַ ּב ׁ ּ ַש ָ ּבת ַﬠצְ ָמ ּה
: וְ ַרב נַ ְח ָמן ָא ַמר.ימין
ִ ְִּל ִד ְב ֵרי ַה ּכֹל ֵאין ַמ ְקד
 ָא ַמר,ית ַמר נַ ִמי
ְּ  ִא.לוֹקת
ֶ ֲﬠ ַדיִ ין ִהיא ַמ ֲח
ַר ִ ּבי ִחיָּ יא ַ ּבר ַא ָ ּבא ָא ַמר ַר ִ ּבי ַא ָ ּבא ֲא ַמר
 ּפו ִּרים ׁ ֶש ָחל ִל ְהיוֹת ְ ּב ׁ ַש ָ ּבת – ַמ ְקדִּ ים:ַרב
.קוֹרא ַ ּב ׁ ּ ַש ָ ּבת ׁ ֶש ָﬠ ְב ָרה ״זָ כוֹר״
ֵ ְו

With regard to when Purim occurs on Shabbat itself, Rav Huna
said: Everyone agrees, i.e., both Rav and Shmuel, that they do
not advance the reading of the portion of Zakhor to the previous
Shabbat, but it is read on that Shabbat. And Rav Naĥman said: Even
in this case there is still a dispute, for Rav maintains that in all cases
the remembrance of the destruction of Amalek, which is achieved
through reading the portion of Zakhor, must always precede the
observance of Purim. It was also stated that Rabbi Ĥiyya bar
Abba said that Rabbi Abba said that Rav said: If Purim occurs on
Shabbat, one advances and reads the portion of Zakhor on the
previous Shabbat, as Rav Naĥman understood Rav’s opinion.

ִ ׁ ״ב ׁ ּ ְש ִל
ַּ
: ָּתנ ּו ַר ָ ּבנַן:ישית ּ ָפ ָרה ֲאדו ָּּמה״ וכו׳
ישית – ָּכל ׁ ֶש ְּסמו ָּכה
ִ ׁ ֵאיזוֹ ִהיא ׁ ַש ָ ּבת ׁ ְש ִל
ָ ְל ּפו ִּרים ֵמ ַא ֲח ֶר
 ַר ִ ּבי ָח ָמא ְ ּב ַר ִ ּבי: ִא ְּית ַמר.יה
ֹאש ח ֶֹד ׁש
ׁ  ׁ ַש ָ ּבת ַה ְּסמו ָּכה ְלר:ֲחנִינָ א ֲא ַמר
.נִיסן
ָ

§ The mishna states: On the third Shabbat, they read the portion

of the Red Heifer [Para] (Numbers : – ).H The Sages taught in
a baraita: Which is the third Shabbat? Whichever Shabbat occurs
immediately after Purim. It was also stated: Rabbi Ĥama, son of
Rabbi Ĥanina, said: The Shabbat that is immediately after the
New Moon of Nisan.

ֹאש ח ֶֹד ׁש
ׁ יק ַלע ר
ְ  וְ ָלא ּ ְפ ִליגִ י; ָהא – דְּ ִאThe Gemara comments: And these two statements do not disagree,
as they refer to diﬀerent cases: This statement of Rabbi Ĥama,
. ָהא דְּ ִא ְיק ַלע ְ ּב ֶא ְמצַ ע ׁ ַש ָ ּבת,נִיסן ְ ּב ׁ ַש ָ ּבת
ָ
son of Rabbi Ĥanina, is referring to a case where the New Moon
of Nisan occurs on Shabbat itself. In that case, the portion of
HaĤodesh is read then, and therefore the reading of Para is deferred
to the following Shabbat. And that statement of the baraita is referring to a case where the New Moon of Nisan occurs during the
middle of the week. Therefore, HaĤodesh is read on the Shabbat
immediately preceding the New Moon, and Para is read on the
Shabbat before that one, which is the Shabbat that is adjacent to
Purim and after it.N
ִ ״ב ְר ִב
ָּ
: ָּתנ ּו ַר ָ ּבנַ ן:יﬠית ַהח ֶֹד ׁש ַהזֶּ ה ָל ֶכם״
– ֹאש ח ֶֹד ׁש ֲא ָדר ׁ ֶש ָחל ִל ְהיוֹת ְ ּב ׁ ַש ָ ּבת
ׁ ״ר
״כי ִת ּ ָ ׂשא״ ו ַּמ ְפ ִט ִירין ִ ּביהוֹיָ ָדע וְ ֵאי זוֹ
ִ
ִּ קוֹרין
ֹאש ח ֶֹד ׁש
ׁ אשוֹנָ ה – ָּכל ׁ ֶש ָחל ר
ׁ ִהיא ׁ ַש ָ ּבת ִר
. וַ ֲא ִפילּ ּו ְ ּב ֶﬠ ֶרב ׁ ַש ָ ּבת,תוֹכ ּה
ָ ֲא ָדר ִל ְהיוֹת ְ ּב
ָ ּ ַ ּב ׁ ּ ְשנִיָּה ״זָ כוֹר״ ו ַּמ ְפ ִט ִירין
 וְ ֵאי זוֹ,״פ ַק ְד ִּתי״
ִהיא ׁ ַש ָ ּבת ׁ ְשנִיָּה – ָּכל ׁ ֶש ָחל ּפו ִּרים ִל ְהיוֹת
. וַ ֲא ִפילּ ּו ְ ּב ֶﬠ ֶרב ׁ ַש ָ ּבת,תוֹכ ּה
ָ ְ ּב

 ּו ַמ ְפ ִט ִירין,ישית – ּ ָפ ָרה ֲאד ּו ָּמה
ִ ׁ ַ ּב ׁ ּ ְש ִל
 וְ ֵאי זוֹ ִהיא ׁ ַש ָ ּבת,יכם״
ֶ ״וְ זָ ַר ְק ִּתי ֲﬠ ֵל
.ישית – ָּכל ׁ ֶש ְּסמו ָּכה ְלפו ִּרים ֵמ ַא ֲח ֶר ָיה
ִ ׁ ׁ ְש ִל
״כֹה
ַ יﬠית
ִ ָ ּב ְר ִב
ּ ״הח ֶֹד ׁש ַהזֶּ ה״ ו ַּמ ְפ ִט ִירין
״.אשוֹן ְ ּב ֶא ָחד ַלח ֶֹד ׁש
ׁ ]אל ִֹהים[ ָ ּב ִר
ֱ ָא ַמר ה׳

§ The mishna states: On the fourth Shabbat, they read the portion

of “This month [haĥodesh] shall be for you” (Exodus : – ).H
The Sages taught in a baraita: When the New Moon of Adar occurs
on Shabbat, they read “When you take the count” as the portion
of Shekalim. And they read as the haftara the story involving
Jehoiada the priest ( Kings : – ). And which is the first Shabbat? The Shabbat of whichever week during which the New Moon
of Adar occurs, and this is the case even if it occurs on Friday. On
the second Shabbat, they read the portion of Zakhor, and they read
as the haftara of “I remembered that which Amalek did” Samuel
: – ). And which is the second Shabbat? The Shabbat of whichever week during which Purim occurs, and this is the case even if
it occurs on Friday.
On the third Shabbat, they read the portion of the Red Heifer
[Para], and they read as the haftara the portion of “Then will I
sprinkle clean water upon you” (Ezekiel : – ). And which
is the third Shabbat? That which is adjacent to Purim and after
it. On the fourth Shabbat, they read the portion of “This month
[haĥodesh] shall be for you,” and they read as the haftara the
portion of “Thus says the Lord God: In the first month, on the
first day of the month” (Ezekiel : – : ).

HALAKHA

On the third Shabbat they read the portion of Para – ישית
ִ ׁ ַ ּב ׁ ּ ְש ִל
פ ָרה:ָ ּ When the New Moon of Adar occurs on Shabbat, no portion
is read on the third Shabbat, and Para is read on the fourth Shabbat. When the New Moon of Adar occurs during the week, Para
is read on the third Shabbat. Two Torah scrolls are removed from
the ark: From the first, the regular weekly portion is read; from the
second, Para is read as the maftir. The haftara is Ezekiel 36:16–36.
However, Sephardic Jews and members of other communities
conclude two verses later, at verse 38 (Arukh HaShulĥan; Shulĥan
Arukh, Oraĥ Ĥayyim 685:3, 5)
On the fourth Shabbat they read the portion of: This month
shall be for you – חוֹד ׁש ַהזֶּ ה ָל ֶכם
ֶ יﬠית ַה
ִ ב ְר ִב:ּ ָ The week within which
the New Moon of Nisan occurs is the fourth week on which a

402

Megilla . perek IV . 30a . .פרק ד׳ דף ל

special portion is read. Two Torah scrolls are removed from the ark:
From the first, the regular weekly portion is read; from the second,
HaĤodesh is read. The haftara is taken from Ezekiel. The Sephardic
custom is to read Ezekiel 45:18–46:15, while the Ashkenazic custom
is to read 45:16–46:18.
If the New Moon of Nisan occurs on Shabbat, three Torah scrolls
are removed from the ark: From the first scroll, six or more people
read the regular weekly portion; from the second scroll, a seventh
person reads the portion of the New Moon; and from the third,
HaĤodesh is read. Even in this case, the haftara is the one normally
read with HaĤodesh, not the haftara normally read when the New
Moon occurs on Shabbat (see Taz, citing Levush). However, some
add the first and last verses of that haftara (Shulĥan Arukh, Oraĥ
Ĥayyim 685:4).

Perek IV
Daf 30 Amud b
ֹאש
ׁ יﬠית – ָּכל ׁ ֶש ָחל ר
ִ  וְ ֵאיזוֹ ִהיא ׁ ַש ָ ּבת ְר ִבAnd which is the fourth Shabbat?H The Shabbat of whichever week
. וַ ֲא ִפילּ ּו ְ ּב ֶﬠ ֶרב ׁ ַש ָ ּבת,תוֹכ ּה
ָ נִיסן ִל ְהיוֹת ְ ּב
ָ  ח ֶֹד ׁשduring which the New Moon of Nisan occurs, and this is the case
even if it occurs on Friday.
? ְל ֵס ֶדר ַמאי:ישית חוֹזְ ִרין ִל ְכ ִס ְד ָרן״ וכו׳
ִ ׁ ״ב ֲח ִמ
ּ ַ § The mishna states: On the fifth Shabbat, we resume the regular
 ַר ִ ּבי, ְל ֵס ֶדר ּ ָפ ָר ׁ ִשיּוֹת הוּא חוֹזֵ ר: ַר ִ ּבי ַא ִּמי ָא ַמרweekly order. The Gemara clarifies the mishna’s intent: To the
said: One resumes
. ְל ֵס ֶדר ַה ְפ ָטרוֹת הוּא חוֹזֵ ר: יִ ְר ְמיָ ה ָא ַמרorder of what does one resume? Rabbi Ami
the regular weekly order of Torah portions.N Rabbi Ami holds that
on the weeks on which the special portions are read, the regular
weekly Torah portion is not read at all, and therefore the cycle
is resumed only on the fifth Shabbat. Rabbi Yirmeya said: One
resumes the regular weekly order of the haftarot.H Rabbi Yirmeya
holds that even on the Shabbatot on which the special portions are
read, the regular weekly portion is still read; the special portion is
read by the last reader as the maftir. However, the haftara of the
regular cycle is entirely replaced with a portion from the Prophets
that parallels the special portion. As such, it is the cycle of haftarot
that is resumed on the fifth Shabbat.
.יה דְּ ַר ִ ּבי ַא ִּמי ִמ ְס ַּת ְ ּב ָרא
ֵ ָ ְּכו:ֲא ַמר ַא ַ ּביֵ י
ּ ות
,אשי ֳח ָד ׁ ִשים
ֵ ׁ  ְל ָר:יקין
ִ  ַל ּכֹל ַמ ְפ ִס:דִּ ְתנַ ן
 ו ְּליוֹם, ְל ַת ֲﬠנִיּוֹת ו ְּל ַמ ֲﬠ ָמדוֹת,ַל ֲחנו ָּּכה ו ְּלפו ִּרים
.ַה ִּכ ּפו ִּרים

Abaye said: It stands to reason that one should rule in accordance
with the opinion of Rabbi Ami, as we learned in the mishna: For
all special days, we interrupt the regular order of readings, and a
special portion relating to the character of the day is read. This
applies to the New Moons, to Hanukkah, and to Purim, to fast
days, and to non-priestly watches, and to Yom Kippur.

ִ ּב ׁ ְש ָל ָמא ְל ַמאן דְּ ָא ַמר ְל ֵס ֶדר ּ ָפ ָר ׁ ִשיּוֹת הוּא
 ֶא ָּלא ְל ַמאן,חוֹזֵ ר – ַהיְ ינ ּו דְּ ִא ָּיכא ּ ָפ ָר ׁ ָשה ַ ּבחוֹל
דְּ ָא ַמר ְל ֵס ֶדר ַה ְפ ָטרוֹת הוּא חוֹזֵ ר – ַה ְפ ָט ָרה
?יכא
ָּ ַ ּבחוֹל ִמי ִא

Abaye explains his proof: Granted, according to the one who said
that one resumes the regular weekly order of Torah portions, this
statement in the mishna is referring to the fact that there is a reading
of the weekly Torah portion on weekdays. If one of the special
days listed in the mishna occurs on Monday or Thursday, the
weekly Torah reading is replaced by the special portion for that day.
However, according to one who said that one resumes the regular
weekly order of haftarot, what could the mishna mean when it
says that the regular cycle is interrupted? Is there a haftara on
weekdays? The mishna therefore supports Rabbi Ami’s opinion.

.יתא
ָ  וְ ָהא ִּכ ְד ִא,יתא
ָ  ָהא ִּכ ְד ִא: ְ וְ ִא ָידךAnd the other one, Rabbi Yirmeya, would counter: This case is as
it is, and that case is as it is. On days when there is a haftara, the
reference in the mishna is to the order of the haftarot. On weekdays,
when there is no haftara, the reference is to the order of the Torah
readings. Therefore, no proof can be deduced from the mishna.
יק ִרי ִמ ַ ּצ ְפ ָרא
ְ ו ְּב ַת ֲﬠנִיּוֹת ָל ָּמה ִלי ַה ְפ ָס ָקה? ִל
נִיתא! ְמ ַסיַּ יע
ָ  ו ְּב ִמנְ ָחה – ְ ּב ַת ֲﬠ,יוֹמא
ָ ְְּ ּב ִﬠנְיָ נָ א ד
 ִמ ַ ּצ ְפ ָרא: דַּ ֲא ַמר ַרב הוּנָ א,יה ְל ַרב הוּנָ א
ּ ֵל
.ִּכינּ ו ְּפיָ א

The Gemara asks: But on fast days, why do I need to have any
interruption of the regular order of Torah readings? Let us read
in the morning the regular weekly portion of the matter of the
day, and in the afternoon service let us read the portion of a fast
day. The Gemara comments: This supports the statement of Rav
Huna, for Rav Huna said: From the morning of communal fasts,
a gathering is heldN in the synagogue. The community leaders
examine the conduct of the townspeople and admonish those
whose behavior is found wanting. Therefore, there is no time in the
morning to read the Torah portion for fast days.
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The Gemara asks: What does the community do on a public fast
day? Abaye said: From the morning until the middle of the day,
the community gathers in the synagogue, and the leaders examine
the aﬀairs of the town to determine whether and how the people’s
conduct needs to be improved. From the middle of the day until
the evening, a quarter of the day is spent reading from the Torah
and reading the haftara, and a quarter of the day is spent praying,
as it is stated: “And they read in the book of the Torah of the Lord
their God one quarter of the day, and a quarter of the day they
confessed, and they prostrated themselves before the Lord their
God” (Nehemiah : ).H

HALAKHA

The fourth Shabbat – יﬠית
ִ ש ָ ּבת ְר ִב:
ַ ׁ The fourth
Shabbat is the Shabbat that follows the week during which the New Moon of Nisan occurs, even if
it occurs on Friday (Rambam Sefer Ahava, Hilkhot
Tefilla 13:20).
One resumes the order of the haftarot – ְל ֵס ֶדר
ה ְפ ָטרוֹת הוּא חוֹזֵ ר:ַ When the four portions are read,
they are read only in place of the maftir. The regular
weekly portion is read beforehand, but the haftara
is entirely replaced. Consequently, on the following week one resumes the regular weekly order
of haftarot. This ruling is in accordance with Rabbi
Yirmeya (Shulĥan Arukh, Oraĥ Ĥayyim 685).
The order on a public fast day – יבוּר
ּ ִס ֶדר ַּת ֲﬠנִיּוֹת צ:ֵ
The proceedings of a fast day, as delineated by the
Gemara, are as follows: After the morning prayers,
the court convenes together with the community leaders in the synagogue. They examine the
actions of the townspeople and make amends
wherever necessary. From midday the Torah portion and the haftara are read. Then, during the
last quarter of the day, the community prays the
afternoon prayer, including additional pleas as necessary. Nowadays, the custom does not follow this
order (see Magen Avraham). This may be because
the court no longer has the power to compel
sinners to amend their ways (Arukh HaShulĥan;
Shulĥan Arukh, Oraĥ Ĥayyim 576:15).
NOTES

One resumes the regular weekly order of Torah
portions – ל ֵס ֶדר ּ ָפ ָר ׁ ִשיּוֹת הוּא חוֹזֵ ר:ְ It is clear from the
Gemara here that Rabbi Ami assumes that when
the special portions were read, the regular weekly
portion was not. Although this poses the problem
that the special portions are not long enough to
provide for seven readers, it must be assumed that
the portion would be repeated over and over again
until seven people had read, as is the custom today
on the intermediate days of Sukkot (Turei Even).
From the morning a gathering is held – ִמ ַ ּצ ְפ ָרא
כינּ ו ְּפיָא:ִּ Since nowadays the public is not gathered
in this way on a fast day, it seems that the custom
was adjusted to read from the Torah during the
morning prayers as well.
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BACKGROUND

Non-priestly watches – מ ֲﬠ ָמדוֹת:ַּ In the Temple era, priests and
Levites were divided into twenty-four watches. Each watch served
in the Temple for one week, two or three times a year. The entire
nation was also divided into twenty-four watches, with each watch
attached to a specific group of priests. During the week when the
priestly watch was on duty in the Temple, some members of the
corresponding non-priestly watch were dispatched to Jerusalem
to be present in the Temple. The remainder of the non-priestly
watch would stay at home, and during that week they would fast
for several days. Vestiges of the customs of the non-priestly watch
are found in various prayer books.
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The Gemara objects: But perhaps I should reverse the order, and
the first half of the day should be spent reading from the Torah
and praying, and the second half of the day should be spent
examining the aﬀairs of the townspeople. The Gemara answers:
It should not enter your mind to say this, as it is written: “Then
everyone who trembled at the words of the God of Israel due
to the transgression of the exiles gathered around me, and I
sat appalled until the evening oﬀering” (Ezra : ), and it is
written in the next verse: “And at the evening oﬀering I arose
from my fast, and having rent my garment and my mantle; I fell
on my knees, and I spread out my hands to the Lord my God”
(Ezra : ). This indicates that the first half of a public fast should
be dedicated to an inspection of the community’s behavior, and
the rest of the day should be devoted to prayer.

mishna

On the first day of Passover, the congregation readsN from the portion of the
Festivals of Leviticus (Leviticus : – : ). On Shavuot they
read the portion of “Seven weeks” (Deuteronomy : – ). On
Rosh HaShana they read the portion of “And on the seventh
month on the first of the month” (Leviticus : – ). On Yom
Kippur they read the portion of “After the death” (Leviticus ).
On the first Festival day of Sukkot they read from the portion
of the Festivals of Leviticus (Leviticus : – : ), and on
the other days of Sukkot they read selections from the portion
of the oﬀerings of Sukkot (Numbers : – ).N

 ַ ּב ּפו ִּרים ״וַ יָּ בֹא,יאים
ִ ְש
ׂ ִ  ַ ּב ֲחנו ָּּכה ַ ּב ּנOn each day of Hanukkah they read selections from the portion
N
אשי
ֵ ׁ אשי ֳח ָד ׁ ִשים ״ו ְּב ָר
ֵ ׁ  ְ ּב ָר, ֲﬠ ָמ ֵלק״of the dedication of the altar by the tribal princes (Numbers ).
On
Purim
they
read
the
portion
of
“And
Amalek
came”
(Exodus
 ַ ּב ַּמ ֲﬠ ָמדוֹת ְ ּב ַמ ֲﬠ ֵ ׂשה.יכם״
ֶ ָח ְד ׁ ֵש
: – ). On the New Moon they read the portion of “And
 ַ ּב ַּת ֲﬠנִיּוֹת,אשית
ִ ׁ ְב ֵר
in the beginnings of your months” (Numbers : – ). And
in the non-priestly watchesB they read the act of Creation (Genesis : – : ). The Jewish people were divided into twenty-four
watches. Each week, it would be the turn of a diﬀerent watch to
send representatives to Jerusalem to be present in the Temple to
witness the sacrificial service. Those remaining behind would
fast during the week, from Monday to Thursday, oﬀer special
prayers, and read the account of Creation from the Torah. On
fast days,

NOTES

On Passover the congregation reads – קוֹרין
ִ ב ּ ֶפ ַסח:
ּ ַ The
order of the days listed in the mishna follows the order
presented in the portion of Festivals in Leviticus, chapters
22–23. Afterward, the non-biblical holidays are listed, first
those with fixed dates and then those that have no specific
date (Tosefot Yom Tov).
From the portion of the oﬀerings of Sukkot – ְ ּב ָק ְר ְ ּבנוֹת
ה ָחג:ֶ Tosafot note that there is no mention in the Talmud
of the now-established custom to take out a second Torah
scroll on Festivals and read maftir from the portion of the
oﬀerings of the Festival. The custom is first recorded in the
Prayer Book of Rav Amram Gaon.
Some maintain that this custom is post-talmudic and
began during the savoraic period (Rid). However, others
claim that the custom was already practiced during the
talmudic period, and the fact that it is not explicitly recorded
in the Talmud does not prove otherwise. They point to the
fact that the complete order of prayers and many other
daily rituals are also not explicitly or fully recorded in the
Talmud. Nevertheless, they note that various halakhot in
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the Talmud do seem to indicate the existence of this custom, e.g., the way in which the reading for Hanukkah and
the New Moon were established and the reading for Yom
Kippur (see Rashba).
On Hanukkah they read from the portion of the tribal
princes – יאים
ִ ְש
ׂ ִ ב ֲחנו ָּּכה ַ ּב ּנ:
ּ ַ This portion was selected
because the gifts of the tribal princes were presented in
honor of the dedication of the Tabernacle, which closely
parallels the holiday of Hanukkah, a holiday that was
established following the rededication of the Temple
during the Hasmonean period. Additionally, some early
commentaries found an allusion to Hanukkah in this portion. Aaron, the High Priest, was distressed that he and his
tribe had not presented a gift in the manner of the other
tribal princes. God comforted him that he and his descendants would be able to light the candelabrum as long
as the Tabernacle or the Temple stood, and even following its destruction the mitzva would continue through the
lighting of the Hanukkah candles (see Tur and Ramban on
Numbers 8:2).

