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The Talmud in Eruvin 21b states: Rava continued to interpret verses homiletically. What is the
meaning of the verse: “And besides being wise, Kohelet also taught the people knowledge; and
he weighed, and sought out, and set in order many proverbs” (Ecclesiastes 12:9)? He explains:
He taught the people knowledge; he taught it with the accentuation marks in the Torah, and
explained each matter by means of another matter similar to it. And he weighed [izen], and
sought out, and set in order many proverbs; Ulla said that Rabbi Eliezer said: At first the Torah
was like a basket without handles [oznayim] until Solomon came and made handles for it. And
as Rashi there explains: And thus were Israel able to grasp the mitzvot and distance themselves
from transgressions – just as a vessel with handles is easily held, etc.
Such things may be said of this beloved and eminent man, a great sage of Torah and of virtue.
And far more than he has done with the Oral Torah, he does with the Written Torah – teaching
the people knowledge. And beyond that, he also affixes handles to the Torah, i.e., to the Talmud,
which is obscure and difficult for many. Only the intellectual elite, which are a precious few,
and those who study in yeshiva, can today learn the Talmud and understand what it says – and
even though we have Rashi, still not everyone uses him. But now the great scholar Rabbi Adin
Steinsaltz  שליט״אhas come and affixed handles to the Torah, allowing the Talmud to be held
and studied, even by simple men. And he has composed a commentary alongside the text, a
fine commentary in clear, comprehensible language, “a word fitly spoken” with explanations
and illustrations, so that all those who seek to study the work of God can do so.
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